
Multilateral Recognition Agreements  
(for NDT personnel certification) 



Personnel Certification 

Reliability of NDT greatly relies with a Reliable NDT 
personnel certification 
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- Do you want to avoid farmers /cowboys 
qualified in 3 days to test your 
product/fabricated structure? 

- Do you want the personnel testing your 
product are really trained & certified 

 
Choose Appropriate Third party personnel 
Certification  



Appropriate Personnel Certification 

What is Appropriate ? 
 

• Application of common certification standard ISO 9712 
• Application of harmonized examination procedures 
• Accreditation against ISO/IEC 17024 
• Recognition by Industry and NDT community 

 
MRA is a way to recognition 
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Examples of successful  MRA/MLA 
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ISO/IEC 
17021 



ILAC MRA 
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ISO/IEC 
17025 



EA MLA 
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EFNDT MRA 
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ISO/IEC 17024 

ISO 9712 



Need for an MRA 

• A reference document / guideline for authorities, 
specifiers to determine equivalence on personnel 
certification 

• Avoid duplication of qualification to multiple standards 
• Promote mobility of NDT personnel's regionally and/or 

globally. 
• Global recognition of Personnel Certification 
• Harmonization of  Training, Examination and Certification 

process world wide. 
• Improve Free Trade 
• Implement 17024  & ISO 9712 as Accreditation & 

Certification standards. 
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Why need ICNDT MRA 

• The International Accreditation forum  (IAF) doesn’t have 
valid MRA for accreditations under ISO/IEC 17024, hence 
PCB accredited in each countries may not be mutually 
recognized in global perspective. 

 
• The quality of certification is still under question. 
 
• Personnel are often required to recertify when they travel 

from one country to other. This could be avoided when a 
global MRA is available. 
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What is ICNDT MRA 

The ICNDT MRA Arrangement supports international trade 
by promoting international confidence and acceptance of 
certified NDT personnel by accredited certification bodies.  

 
Technical barriers to trade, such as the re-qualification of 

personnel or retesting of a product by local qualified NDT 
personnel in a newer economy would be greatly reduced. 
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Good example – EFNDT MRA 

• 19 years successful 
operation 

•  29 countries have 
signed MRA 

•  22 personnel 
certification bodies 
involved 
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Development  from ICNDT 

The International Committee for Non-Destructive Testing 
(ICNDT) has recognised the need for a global MRA on 
NDT Personnel Certification. 

 
In 2010 ICNDT Members survey was conducted. 
 
Question were regarding current situation with NDT 

personnel certification in particular country and willingness 
of ICNDT Member to sign and participate MRA. 

 
Survey indicated overwhelming (96%) support for an 

ICNDT MRA. 
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Development  from ICNDT 

The work of developing the MRA was entrusted to ICNDT 
Working Group 1 on NDT Personnel Qualification & 
Certification. 

 
WG1 transferred the system for approval & 

implementation. The approval went through at  the ICNDT 
GA on 15th April 2012. 
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Objectives 

• Global involvement  
 

• Harmonisation of examination and certification 
processes 
 

• Recognition of NDT personnel certification issued by the 
Personnel Certification Bodies (PCB) registered under the 
ICNDT MRA 
 

• Acceptance of certificates issued by registered PCB. 
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Signatories (Bodies that sign the MRA) 

The signatories to the ICNDT MRA are the full and 
associate members of the ICNDT that choose to support 
the Multilateral Recognition Agreement.  
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Signatories (Bodies that sign the MRA) 

Signatories are not, of 
necessity, owners or 
operators of NDT personnel 
certification schemes. 

 
Signatories are listed in a 

document published at 
www.icndt.org 
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Obligations 

Each Party to the MRA shall:  
• commit itself to the pursuance of the objectives of the MRA;  
• promote the recognition and acceptance of the certification 

issued by PCBs registered under the MRA;  
• assist other interested parties by giving a clear overview of 

the NDT personnel certification activities in its own country;  
• provide other parties with non-confidential information on the 

certification scheme operated by PCB registered under MRA; 
• consult with and seek membership of the scheme and 

technical committees of NDT PCBs in its own country; 
• indemnify ICNDT against liability for the party’s use or misuse 

of this MRA.  
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Administration 

ICNDT MRA is administered as a series of signed 
agreements under the jurisdiction of Austrian law, and 
shall be administered by the ICNDT Certification 
Executive Committee, which assigns the day to day 
responsibility for reviewing applications for PCB 
registration to the ICEC Secretary. 
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Registration 

An NDT PCB seeking registration under ICNDT MRA shall 
meet the following criteria:  
 

• Be proposed for registration by a Party to this MRA;  
 

• Be accredited as in conformance with ISO/IEC 17024, and 
with ISO 9712 by an ICNDT recognised Accreditation Body 
or a government accreditation agency, whose assessment 
records are made available to the ICEC for review and 
confirmation that the AB assessment reports give 
confidence that the applicant PCB is in conformance with 
EN ISO 9712, ISO 9712 or EN 473,  or  
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Registration (cont.) 

• Be assessed for the ICNDT by an ICNDT registered NDT 
Assessor to ensure conformity with ISO/IEC 17024 and 
issuing Personnel Certification in conformance with EN ISO 
9712, ISO 9712 or EN 473, and  
 

• Remit to the ICNDT the current initial application fee  
 
 

ICNDT Recognition of Accreditation Bodies requires that the 
Accreditation Body is recognised by its peers under a 
process conducted in accordance with ISO/IEC 17040 
(e.g.EA MLA) 
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Registration and Recognition? 

The PCB which have been accepted for registration by the 
ICNDT under the MRA, and thus are recognised by all of 
the signatories to the Agreement, will be listed and 
published at www.icndt.org 
 

Those ICNDT members that have signed the MRA will 
have agreed to recognise and promote acceptance in 
their own country those certificates issued by all of the 
PCBs registered by ICNDT in accordance with the MRA.  
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Advice to users of NDT personnel certification  

Advice on the status, recognition and acceptance of 
certificates issued by registered NDT PCBs is available 
from the ICEC Secretary, the ICNDT website, in the 
ICNDT Guide to Qualification and Certification of 
Personnel for NDT, or from the Parties to this Agreement 
that are listed in Schedule 1.  
 

ICNDT accepts no liability for the use of certification 
awarded by the PCB. In accordance with EN ISO 9712 
the responsibility for the quality of NDT rests with the 
employer of the certificated person. 
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Conclusions 

This major development has the potential to provide a truly 
global Multilateral Agreement for Recognition of NDT 
Personnel Certification.  

This could have the beneficial effect of: 
• Harmonising the qualification and certification activities of 

NDT Personnel certification in the four ICNDT Regions 
• Increasing the recognition and specification of third party 

qualification and certification through amended codes 
• Improving the freedom of movement of personnel and 

products across national borders 
• Reducing the cost to individuals and industry of NDT 

personnel qualification and certification  
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Questions / Discussion … 

ICNDT public documentation are available in 
www.icndt.org  and click on the link to ICNDT Documents 
 

Working Together, we can make change happen … 
 

Thank you for your time. 
 

http://www.icndt.org/
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