
An introduction to the updated ICNDT 
Guide on NDT Personnel 
Qualification and Certification 
 
Mike Farley 
Chairman, ICNDT 
Consultant, Doosan Power Systems 



ICNDT Challenges:  Globalisation of NDT activities 

 Design, building and operation  of plant is globalised 
 Safety, reliability and availability of plant and machinery 

depends on the whole supply chain of companies and 
contractors all around the world, each with their own NDT 
personnel 
 Industrial companies procure equipment and materials from 

wherever is most cost effective, increasingly from developing 
countries, using local NDT services working to the contract 
standards 
 Construction may be by home personnel or by teams from third 

countries  

 

If NDT is important and will be carried out all around the world 
we need to be sure it is reliable wherever it is carried out  

Key challenge is how to ensure quality all along the supply chain 

Remember we depend critically on the motivation of the 
individual NDT personnel,  

Avoid multiple duplicate personnel certification which must  
demotivate 
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The prime purpose of this Guide, which has been prepared 
under the auspices of the International Committee for Non-
Destructive Testing (ICNDT), is to promote best practice in the 
qualification and certification of NDT personnel according to the 
international standard EN ISO 9712.  
The competence of NDT personnel is a key element in 

achieving reliability in non-destructive testing (NDT) and is vital 
to ensure the quality and safety of products and installations. 
 The ICNDT Guide is of importance to all tiers in the 

management of NDT operations: regulators, inspection bodies, 
certification bodies, industry, NDT service companies and 
supervisors of NDT personnel.  
 



Third-party qualification and certification is widely recognised as 
conferring a number of advantages:  

–  It complies with an internationally agreed ISO standard that is 
increasingly being adopted worldwide;  

–  It utilises an internationally developed training syllabus; 
lExaminations (theory and practical) are provided directly by 
certification bodies or through authorised qualifying bodies and 
authorised examination centres under the control of certification 
bodies (many of which are linked to national NDT societies); 

–  It provides a harmonised standard for training, qualification and 
certification of NDT personnel and can be used as the base level for 
more specific employer-based or third-party certification relevant to 
particular products or installations.  

The central role of EN ISO 9712 among standards for third-
party certification, the historical development of NDT personnel 
certification and ICNDT’s role is explained within this Guide.  



 



 



 



 



ICNDT will update this document periodically and will provide 
the latest version online via the website (www.icndt.org). Users 
are strongly advised to check that they have the latest version 
of this document as well as the associated referenced 
Standards. Comments and suggestions are welcome and 
should be sent to the ICNDT Secretariat. 
 
Acknowledge work of WG1 under Chairmanship of John 

Thompson, the Editorial Committee and publisher David Gilbert  
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